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August 6, 2001 

 
 

Honorable Gale Norton 
Secretary 
Department of Interior 
Interior Building 
1849 C Street 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

 
 

Dear Secretary Norton: 
As the Board of Directors of the Rocky Flats Coalition of Local Governments 
(Coalition), we are writing to urge you to support the "Rocky Flats National Wildlife 
Refuge Act of 2001" (S.425; H.R. 812). This important piece of legislation would 
designate the Department of Energy’s Rocky Flats site as a national wildlife refuge after 
cleanup and closure. 

The legislation, which is being sponsored by Senator Wayne Allard and Representative 
Mark Udall, is modeled after the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge Act 
and reflects years of local dialogue about the future use of Rocky Flats. As elected 
officials representing the seven local governments that surround Rocky Flats, we 
unanimously support this bill for it would accomplish our key future use goals for the 
site.  

Most importantly, this bill would protect Rocky Flats for future generations by mandating 
the site be managed as a national wildlife refuge. This designation would prohibit future 
development as well as annexation of the property by any local government, while 
providing a transportation corridor along the eastern boundary of the site to meet regional 
transportation needs. The bill also mandates cleanup to be completed prior to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service assuming management of the site, while guaranteeing the 
involvement of the Coalition and others in developing the refuge management plan. 
Additionally, the legislation provides for ongoing federal ownership of Rocky Flats, an 
integral component of a comprehensive long-term site stewardship program.  

The Coalition’s mission is to provide an effective vehicle for local governments in the 
vicinity of Rocky Flats to work together on issues of mutual concern relating to the safe, 

http://www.rfclog.org/


prompt, and effective cleanup and closure of the site and its future use. We have spent the 
better part of two years working collaboratively with Senator Allard, Representative 
Udall, and community members in crafting legislation that meets the myriad of local and 
national interests. We are pleased that the legislation has the support of the entire 
Colorado congressional delegation as well as Governor Owens.  

We urge you to support this legislation for it would fulfill the local governments’ 
interests as well as the national interest of preserving this unique ecosystem for future 
generations. We look forward to working with you as this bill moves forward and as 
management plans for the site are developed. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact us, or have Brian Wademan 
contact David Abelson, the Coalition’s executive director, at (303) 412-1200. 

Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 

/s/     /s/ 
Nanette Neelan   Sam Dixion 
Jefferson County   City of Westminster 
 
 
/s/     /s/ 
Lisa Morzel    Tom Brunner 
City of Boulder   City of Broomfield 
 
 
/s/     /s/ 
Lorraine Anderson   Karen Imbierowicz 
City of Arvada   Town of Superior 
 

 

Cc: Sen. Wayne Allard 
Rep. Mark Udall 
Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
Rep. Diana DeGette 
Rep. Scott McInnis 
Rep. Bob Schaffer 
Rep. Joel Hefley 
Rep. Tom Tancredo 
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